How Legislation is made.

The steps to a new law (including changing an existing law);

1.

2.

The new law is written by the government, known as the draft
legislation or draft bill.

The government releases the draft legislation for comment and
feedback. Based on the feedback the government may alter the
draft legislation.

. The draft legislation is presented to the lower house of parliament

and read through three times. In the second reading, the lower
house members debate the bill and can vote to make changes or
amendments to the bill. After a third reading the lower house then
votes to accept or reject the bill.

Once the lower house of parliament votes to accept the bill, it
then goes to the upper house and the bill follows the same process
there. As in the lower house, the upper house can vote to make
amendments to the bill. The upper house then votes to accept or
reject the bill.

. When the upper house has accepted the bill it goes back to the

lower house. If the lower house votes to accept the bill it then
goes to the state governor to be signed (into law). It is at this
point that the bill becomes an act of parliament and is the new
law. Some acts of parliament or parts of the act may not come in
to effect immediately but it will be written into the act when it or
parts of it come into effect.




